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Detroit #1 Kiwanis  

 
PRESIDENT’S CORNER  

 

I hope our holiday of Thanksgiving finds us planning to enjoy and spend time 
with our loved ones, families, friends, and people special to us.  This is the 
time of the year that brings thoughts of how we can spend time being thankful 
and grateful for all we have.  As we spend time in Kiwanis we also direct our 
attention to how we can serve our community and make all people around us 
feel special and appreciated, families, neighbors, church members, people in 
stores, people we meet on the street, everywhere we go!  Let us think of ways 
we can extend ourselves the next few weeks. 
 
In our newsletter, we have many service opportunities we can choose from to 
be involved as Kiwanis in our Community.  Please try to choose at least one. 
 
Please have some special time for everyone including yourself.  Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

 

   Marian, Your President 

 
 
 
 

http://www.kiwanis1.org/


 

 

MEMBERSHIP SATISFACTION SURVEY 
 

 
 
Marian is asking all club members to complete a 
member satisfaction survey. The input will help the 
club board and chairs work toward encompassing 
everyone’s ideas and interests. Once compiled, the 
results will be shared will all the club members. 
 
The survey is at the end of the newsletter. Please 
cut and paste into a separate document, fill in your 
answers and email the form to Marian at 
marian.o@sbcglobal.net. She would appreciate 
receiving your responses no later than December 
4th. Thank you for taking time to do this. 
 

 

CLUB MEETINGS 
 
As always, please contact Lucas to confirm your 
attendance so he can give the DAC an accurate 
head count: lucas@hacketbrass.com.  
 
As you know, we present our speakers with a 
Kiwanis bell and tell them to ring it and we will 
come. The bells are now even more special. Thanks 
to the talents of Joe, Jr, they are now engraved 
with Detroit No. 1. Certainly a keepsake! 
 
November 3rd: Dr. Kim Trent, Wayne State 
University Board of Governors, shared information 
about various initiatives being led by Kym Worthy, 
Wayne County’s prosecutor in addition to other 
activities throughout the county.  
 

 
 
Dr. Trent with our famous bell 
 

November 17th: Larry Memmer - Kiwanis MI 
District Administrator of THE FORMULA, discussed 
the international endeavor to grow the Kiwanis 
family of clubs. He shared Michigan's role in this 
effort and talked of how individual clubs can work 
to strengthen club membership. 
 

 
Marian presenting Larry with our bell 
 

Upcoming Speakers 
 
December 1st: Hugh McNichol will share stories of 

Detroit and Michigan history including photos. 

Hugh is also an immediate past Lieutenant 

Governor. 
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December 15th: We will welcome Michigan District 
Governor Linda Lawther as our speaker. In 
addition, Major Jan will lead us in singing holiday 
songs, accompanied by the Salvation Army quartet. 
Bring your best singing voice and enthusiasm! 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
Congratulations to our members with birthdays in 
November 

  
 

 Vernita Beverly 

 Jim Heymes 

 

 

books for kids  
 
The renovation of the new warehouse is ongoing 
and for now, the project is bouncing back between 
the old and the new. Hopefully, everything will be 
in place soon. In the meantime, book distributions 
continue – in November, we clocked 281 service 
hours with 10 Kiwanians and 52 non-Kiwanians 
participating. Importantly, 4,813 books will go into 
the hands of 8,158 children.  
 
Honoring Dr. Robert Bass 
 
Many of you who have worked with the books for 
kids project knew Dr. Bass. He was there for book 
stickering and even more importantly, was a 
tireless helping with book distribution days. 
Although he never joined our club, he was a 
dedicted volunteer for over ten years.  
 
Dr. Bass passed away on September 23rd at the age 
of 90. His obituary included many accolades of 
which his participation in this project was but one.  
 

The family requested donations be made in his 
honor to the Meharry Dental School in Nashville, 
Tennessee. At the next club meeting, Jeanette will 
be bringing an envelope addressed to Meharry 
should you care to make a contribution. 
 

KIWANIS OUT AND ABOUT 
 
PJ Breakfast 

Thank you to Roseville - Warren Kiwanis for 
sponsoring their annual breakfast which brought in 
donations to MCREST of pajamas, socks and 
underwear for children and adults. A special thank 
you to the seven out of the eight clubs in Division 1 
for attending and contributing to this worthwhile 
cause. Detroit #1 members who were there 
included Pat DeCarlo, Marian O’Higgins and Sheila 
Connolly.  

 
Pat and Carl Pappa 
 

 
Lots of donations for those in need 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Childrens’ Miracle Network Radiothon 
 

 
 
On November 20th, Kris Miranne, Marian O’Higgins 
and Sheila Connelly joined other Kiwanis members 
from Division 1 to assist with the annual 96.3 
WDVD radiothon to raise funds for the Children’s 
Miracle Network. When not answering the phones, 
we had the chance to chat with other members.  
 

 
Sheila, Lieutenant Governor Heidi and Marian working the 
phones 
 

KEY LEADER CLUB RALLY 

In early November, over 400 Key Clubbers from 
high schools throughout Michigan came together 
for fun, service and learning opportunities. Marian 
O’Higgins was in attendance. Thanks to our fine 
young leaders who led the training. We know they 
will continue in service and eventually, become 
adult members of Kiwanis.  

 
 
Key clubbers hard at work 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Here are some upcoming opportunities for service:  
 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
 
On December 8th, from 11:30 – 1:30, we will e out 
in force ringing bells for the Salvation Army. We 
will meet in front of the Campus Martius Building 
(the former Compuware Building). You can park in 
their garage on Farmer’s Street and parking will be 
validated. Come for part or all of the time.     
 

 
 
Call or email Jack Ray if you are able to attend: 248-
646-4436 or wyomich@gmail.com. 
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Gift Wrapping/Holiday Party 
 
On December 13th, starting at noon, Eric and 
Badriyyah Sabree will be hosting our members for 
our annual gift wrapping party. Every year we 
purchase gifts and snacks for students of the Diane 
Banks Williamson School in Detroit. Contact Eric at 
eric_sabree@yahoo.com if you are able to come on 
the 13th and he will give you directions to his home. 
 
At 11:30 AM on December 16th, we will meet at the 
school to distribute the goodies –accompanied by 
Santa and Mrs. Claus. The school is located at the 
East English Village Academy at the corner of 
Warren and Cadieux Avenues – the school is 
actually in the wing closest to that intersection 
(right side of the school as you are facing the main 
building). Again, let Eric know if you are able to 
help out with the distribution.  
 
Caroling with the Detroit Helping-Out Aktion Club 
 

 
 
When: Thursday, December 17th 
 
Time: 11:45 AM 
 
Where: Thome Reverton Neighborhood Center 
              250 McDougall Avenue 
              Detroit, MI 48207 
 
Come join in the fun – not only to see how 
residents enjoy the music but the Aktion Club 
members are an inspiration with their songs, 
laughter and kindness.  
 

KIWANIS LICENSE PLATE! 
 
Peter Lucido, a MI state representative and a 
member of the Utica-Shelby club, has sponsored a 
bill to have a Kiwanis license plate be made 
available as one of our state’s specialty plates. The 
bill passed the House and Senate with the next 
step waiting for Governor Snyder’s signature. Eric 
will keep us in the loop and let us know when it is 
available.  
 

AKTION CLUB 
 
Gary and John from the Aktion club led members in 
practicing for their annual holiday singing event. 
Each year, the members go to a nursing home and 
serenade the residents. It truly is an inspirational 
event and some of the solos will bring tears to your 
eyes.  
 

 
 
Pat DeCarlo, Jeanette Harris, Joe Lentine Jr and 
Marian O'Higgins joined in song. Having four 
members there also gave us an interclub. As 
November is Kiwanis Family month, this had special 
meaning.   
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A BIT OF HISTORY 
 
Before the terms “barrier free,” “physically 
challenged,” and “user friendly” came into wide 
use, Bernard Lasky (director of the Detroit’s Parks 
and Recreation Department) was working to 
incorporate these concepts into Detroit’s 
recreational plan. Lasky’s hopes and dreams were 
fulfilled on August 23, 1967, when he presided over 
the groundbreaking ceremonies for the Center for 
the Handicapped on Lenox Avenue, the first center 
of this type in the country.  The center stood on a 
bluff overlooking the Detroit River in the Alfred 
Brush Ford Park. A former Nike defense site, the 
property was donated to the city of Detroit by the 
Ford-Brush Estate, and the Center was established 
with the help of the Kiwanis Unit of the 
Department of Parks and Recreation, long known 
for its support of programs for seniors and the 
handicapped. Twenty Kiwanis Clubs donated 
$50,000 towards the $160,000 center. At the time, 
it was a state-of-the-art facility that included the 
services required by its specialized clientele: 
barrier-free and specially equipped bathrooms, a 
Braille library and space for wheelchair dancing (!). 

 
Eric and Badriyyah Sabree were out for a drive to 
enjoy the fall weather and Eric remembered going 
to this center with his dad. They found it, no longer 
in use and snapped this photo of the front of the 
building. Still has the Kiwanis Unit plaque affixed.  
 

 
 
KIWANIS BUSINESS CARDS 
 
Marian has Detroit Kiwanis Club #1 business cards 
– one side has a place for you to write your name 
and contact information and the other notes where 
and when our club meets. See her if you are 
interested in picking some up.  

 
101st BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION IN DETROIT 
 
Time to register so there is a seat for you!  
 
The birthday committee is busily planning this 
event to be held January 23rd at the Detroit Yacht 
Club. See below for the the registration form. We 
will be honoring Sue Petrisin, a Michigander and 
the first president of any major service 
organization in the world, bar none!  
 
This year, there is no early nor late registration fee. 
However, the ticket deadline is January 16th and if 
we meet capacity before then, there will be no 
more available tickets. So buy early and we hope to 
see you there!   

 



 

 

Celebrate with   

Detroit No. 1 Club  

JANUARY 23, 2016  

$60 / person   

with INTERNATIONAL President  

Detroit Yacht ClubOne Riverbank Road    Our First 

International Sue Petrisin   

 Belle Isle, Detroit MI    Woman President  

5:30 pm  Registration, Cash Bar & Raffle  
6:30 pm  Dinner & Entertainment  
7:30 pm  Keynote Address  

(Please Print)                   Return this Form with your Payment  

RSVP by  January 16, 2015  -  Make checks Payable to:  Detroit Kiwanis Club #1 Michigan    
Mail to:  26385 Hickler Lane, Harrison Twp, MI  48045  

Contact:  Darlene Z-Farrugia  Email:  darlenezf@wowway.com   Phone:  586-468-8180  
  

Name:  __________________________________________  Club:  _____________________  

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________  

City / State / Zip:  ______________________________  Phone No.  ____________________  

No. of Tickets  _________ x $60  =  __________    

Guest:  ____________________________________________________  

Guest:  ____________________________________________________ Guest:  

____________________________________________________  



 

 

Dinner:  Beef  & Salmon _____     Vegetarian _____  

Registration closes January 16th or at capacity on a first come, first serve basis.   
This event is organized via Registration and a Check-in table in lieu of tickets.    

Visit www.kiwanis1.org to Register early.  
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Measuring member satisfaction survey 
 
Objective: To gather information to help the club better serve its members the club can better serve its 
members.  
 
Purpose: To clarify what members expect from Kiwanis service by surveying and tracking benchmarks linked 
to club success.  
 
Goals: To improve the club experience based on members’ input  
 
This survey will help club leaders evaluate how effectively the club is meeting your expectations. Information 
gathered from it can help improve club operations, increasing the club’s service impact and visibility in the 
community.  
 
What do you enjoy most about being a member of our club?  

 
________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 

 
 
What is our club’s greatest strength?  

  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
If you could change one thing about our club, what would it be? Why?  

  
 

  
 

  
Rate the following statements about our club’s operations using this scale:  
 
0 = Strongly disagree 1= Disagree 2 = Neither agree nor disagree 3 = Agree 4 = Strongly Agree  
 
Club management/administration  
 
_____ I am satisfied with my overall experience as a member.  
_____ Our club members and leaders work well together as a team.  
_____ Our club has a clear purpose that guides our goals and accomplishments.  
_____ I can articulate clearly and concisely the impact our club has in the community.  
_____ Our club meets at a time and location that fits my schedule.  
_____ The cost of membership is reasonable and provides value to me.  
 
Total for this section:  
 



 

 
 
:  
Would you like to comment on any of your ratings? What ideas do you have for improvement?  

 
 

 



 

 
Membership strength  
 
_____ Our club is just the right size for the impact we want to make.  
_____ I feel comfortable asking colleagues and acquaintances to visit and join our club.  
_____ I am inspired by how many opportunities our club offers to create an impact in our community.  
_____ Guests are warmly welcomed and introduced at club events.  
_____ Our club offers a variety of activities and opportunities to attract prospective members to join our club.  
 
Total for this section:  
 
 
Would you like to comment on any of your ratings? What ideas do you have for improvement?  

 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Community service impact  
 
_____ Our club’s service projects are worthwhile, rewarding and impactful.  
_____ Our club’s presence is visible and viewed as a major asset in our community.  
_____ I am proud to be associated with the impact that our projects make.  
_____ There is sufficient member interest in most of our projects.  
_____ There is sufficient community need for most of our projects.  
_____ Our club generates sufficient money to fund current and potential service projects.  
_____ Our club’s fundraisers provide adequate revenue.  
_____ The amount of revenue obtained from our fundraisers is reasonable when compared to the amount of  
time spent.  
_____ Our club is a hands-on, service-oriented club whose members are willing to participate.  
_____ Our club is an important advocate for children in our community.  
 
Total for this section:  
 
Would you like to comment on any of your ratings? What ideas do you have for improvement?  

  
________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________  



 

 
Member experience  
 
_____ My opinion about service, fundraising and administration is valued.  
_____ Our club meetings and events are enjoyable and fun.  
_____ Club members are properly recognized for their efforts.  
_____ Every club member is invited to use their talents on at least one committee.  
_____ Our club takes appropriate time to celebrate and recognize club and member achievements.  
 
Total for this section:  
 
Would you like to comment on any of your ratings? What ideas do you have for improvement?  

 

 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Total for all sections:  


